InjJlaceof . USNDEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
P/TO-1449 PARENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ' 
*m SEP % 8 2005 J 

W £ 

WJFORR^PION DISCLOSURE 


Complete If Known 


Application Number 


10/800,909 


Filing Date 


March 15, 2004 


S&^EfflENT BY APPLICANT 


Applicants ) 


Sears, etal. 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Art Unit 


3738 ] 




Examiner Name 


Unknown 


SHEET | 1 | OF | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


31132.240 | 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 

I No. 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


AS 


A1 


4.759,769 


! 07/26/1988 


Hedmanetal. 


















































































| FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Qte 
No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 

(Country Code - Number - Kind) 


Publication Date 

MM-DO-YYYY 


Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Translation 

YIN 


AS 


A2 


WO 03/094806 


11/20/2003 


Ferree 




AS 


A3 


WO 2004/016217 A2 


02/2672004 


Gerber 




AS 


A4 


WO 2004/016217 A3 


02/26/2004 


Gerber 

























































































NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item, date, page(s), volume- 
issue number(s), publisher, city/country where published 


AS 


A4 


Patent Cooperation Treaty - European Patent Office, "Notification of Transmittal of the International Search 
Report and the Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority, or the Declaration, 1 ' International 
Application No. PCT/US2005/008722, March 15, 2005. 6 pages 





















Examiner 
Signature 



/Ann Schillinger/ 



Date 

Considered 



12 /20/2006 [ | 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



R-116492_1.DOC 



Customer No. 000027683 



In place of U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PTO-1449 PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Form 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 




■Filing Dateb *; 




Applicant(s) 




Art Unit - .. ... ■ 




Examiner;Name 




SHEET | 1 | OF | 1 


^Attorney] DocketNurnJ&er 


31132.240 





U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's^ 

vflnitiaisVM 


Cite 

«... INU. -a 


; DocumentNumber 


Publicatidhi;Date^ 


\\-. : ; . v -Name of patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


AS 


AA 


5,458,642 


10-17-1995 


DCCI CI dl. 


1 


AB 


5,702,454 


12-30-1997 


Baumgartner 






AC 


5,755,797 


05-26-1998 


Baumgartner 






AD 


5,782,832 


07-21-1998 


Larsen et al. 






AE 


5,827,328 


10-27-1998 


Buttermann 






AF 


5,895,428 


04-20-1999 


Berry 


-A 


1— 


AG 


6,063,121 


05-16-2000 


Xavier et al 


AS 


AH 


2002/01 56528A1 


10-24-2002 


Gau 





























































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


.Examiner's 
i - Initials- 3fe 


Cjte . 


■ v^ForeignJPaterif^ 
- -#M>Docurneni vr* , - 


• RublicatibntDate : 


Patepee or Applicant of piled ; 


\ Translation 











































































OTHER PRIOR ART 


Examiner's^ 


•;V CiteW 
] No? 


:"ln£ud^ 

issue number(s) publisher, rity/couhtry where published ■ • A ^ " 

































Examiner 
Signature 



/Ann Schillinger/ 



Date 

Considered 



12/20/2006 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



□ 



D990266.1 



Customer No. 000027683 



